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Gratitude

Zachary and | were very lucky to come to Asahi-machi.
Here in the countryside of Japan we were able to experience
the true heart of Japan. The reason we were able to do
that, is because of the people we met here.

We have become friends with people that will remain our
friends forever. |t was you, the people of Asahi-machi,
who made us feel not |ike we were outsiders but a part of
the community. You helped us feel welcome and at ease.
You showed us the heart of Japan.

After two years, this is my impression of the heart of
Japan and its people. |t is accepting |ike the black earth
when it rains, encouraging like the green buds of spring
kind and caring |ike the warm May sun, forgiving like the
cool breeze in summer, hopeful |ike the
blaze of fireworks, unified |ike the
song of the frogs, and beautiful like
the peak of Asahi mountain.

We would |ike to say a special thanks
to the Asahi Board of Education and
everyone who worked there during these
two years. This group of people took
care of us and helped us everyday. You

are in my heart forever.

THANK YOU!
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