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August is the month when ALTs in Japan renew their contracts for
another vear or leave Japan and return to their home countries.
(This year there will be more than 5,700 ALTs in Japan.) More
than 30 new ALTs will come to Yamagata Ken.

Many Japanese customs will seem very strange to them. For
example, in England it is unusual to take off your shoes when you
go into a house and people do not have special slippers to wear in
the toilet. It is O.K. to pour your own beer or to drink straight from
the can or bottle. Most of the new ALTs will never have been to an
onsen, slept on a futon or sing Karaoke, and many of them will
speak no Japanese.

It can be very difficult to live in a country where the culture is so
different to your own.

It can also be very rewarding.
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