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Courage to make mistakes

At Asahi Chugakko, I sometimes help out during cleaning time.
Many things at school in Japan are different from the way things
are in Canadian schools and one of them is the cleaning time ritual.
Recently I read that cleaning time at a Japanese school gives
students a sense of responsiblity and a sense of working together.
For me, I get a chance to try and get students to communicate and
use English outside of the classroom where they are more relaxed.

Today during cleaning time, I asked Mr. Suzuki, a very kind
teacher, if they play the same music at cleaning time all over
Yamagata. I guess it was a funny question because a student
started laughing, and so did Mr. Suzuki. Sometimes, in learning
about Japanese culture I have had some embarrassing moments
like this one, but to learn it is important to ask questions. And for
students to learn English it is important for them to be courageous

and not afraid to make mistakes.
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